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"Welcome!
It is our pleasure to invite you to the University of Haifa
and the MPH program specialized in Health Systems
Administration and Global Health Leadership..."

- Dr. Manfred S. Green, I-MPH Director
- Dr. Richard J. Schuter, I-MPH Co-Director

Aerial view of the
University of Haifa
campus. Situated on
top of Mount Carmel with views of the
Mediterranean Sea,
Carmel National park,
mountains of
Northern Israel (not
pictured), and
downtown Haifa.
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I-MPH Program Mission & Objectives

Mission:
The primary mission of the Health Systems Administration and Global Health Leadership
program is to produce public health professionals who will become leaders in both
academic and practice roles in global health. Our students will have integrated knowledge
and training in epidemiology, biostatistics, social sciences, health and environmental
sciences, health services management, public health policy and other disciplines, and be
capable of applying this knowledge to adiverse range of public health issues in
multicultural environments.

The program objectives are:
To prepare students to work in public health practice in general and global health in
particular.
To produce a cadre of future leaders in global health and administration and endow
students with theoretical knowledge and practical tools to deal with multi-cultural issues in
public health.
To prepare students with the skills to plan, implement, and evaluate policies and programs
to address these needs.
To provide students with an opportunity to learn about health inequalities•
To strengthen the public health research environment with knowledge exchange and
translation.
To help students understand the conditions for the protection and promotion of the
health of communities and their environments.
To develop in students the capacity to organize, analyze, interpret and communicate
knowledge in an applied manner.
To develop and enhance personal and organizational leadership skills.•
To familiarize students with the knowledge of the international organizations involve in
public health (WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNAIDS, ECDC, CDC, Red Cross and Civil Society
Organizations, CSOs).

Class of 2020 at I-MPH fall orientation
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I-MPH Structure & Scope
The program gives students a solid background of theoretical knowledge as well as
hands-on field experience. It consists of seminars and courses taught by leading
academics in their fields of specialty, as well as a practicum that gives students an
opportunity to integrate coursework in a real-world setting.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT IN GLOBAL HEALTH:
Throughout the three-semester program students attend a three-credit leadership
seminar series twice a month. The series, which focuses on personal professional
development of future leaders, is a unique seminar-based curriculum in global health
leadership. The series features lively interactions with speakers who are global health
experts. The speakers are invited to discuss leadership in the professional world, how
our graduates can differentiate themselves as global health professionals and strategies
to address pressing global health challenges. During the seminar series, students
develop a sophisticated understanding of global governmental and non-governmental
health care organizations ad the personal skills needed to play leadership roles in these
organizations

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE:
All MPH students are required to complete the capstone, or Integrated Learning
Experience,as part of their MPH experience. The capstone is a culminating experience that
focuses on integrating public health concepts, course content and knowledge gained
throughout the program. The three-credit experience allows for a variety of options, but
most often is completed in the form of a project or professional report in which students ask
a question about a global health or leadership problem and see an answer. Students conduct
an original investigation in which they collect, report and analyze information (Data or policy
material) to afford a meaningful discussion of the issue. Students present their conclusions
to the analysis or make policy recommendations. In the process, students demonstrate the
synthesis of skills and knowledge that are consistent with a fully prepare MPH candidate.

Class of 2019 at Ziv Hospital for a site visit. Hearing about the program to treat Syrian war victims.
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PRACTICUM:
The practicum, or Applied Practice Experience, prepares students for employment in the field
of public health and offers students the opportunity to synthesize and integrate knowledge
acquired through their academic studies. It is a structured and supervised professional
experience with an approved agency for which student receive academic credit. Students are
required to complete at least 150 hours of hands-on practical experience at an organization,
institution or program that is engaged in the prevention of disease, health promotion, health
policy development, health service delivery or research in a global context. Examples might
include working in a Ministry of Health regional office or program, conducting research at a
health plan hospital or clinic, or working at a community-based organization. Student
placement is abased on his/her career interests, and students are given assignments and
projects of significant responsibility under the guidance and mentorship of a supervisor.

Examples of past practicum placements: *
The Department of Child and Maternal Health at the Israeli
Ministry of Health,
Israel Centers for Disease Control (I-CDC),
MDA - Magen David Adom (Israeli Blood Donation Services)
Rehabilitation clinics for sex workers and embattered women,
Hospitals and medical centers world-wide,
Community Mental Health Centers,
Health-tech companies,
NGOs,
University research centers,
and more...
*full list of past placements available upon request

Rachel Solway ('19) at her
practicum site, Save A Child's
Heart - Wolfson Hospital.

Students from class of '20, with Andrea Koler ('18) for a guest lunch event.
Andrea completed her practicum at MDA - Israeli Blood Donation Services,
and now is the assistant to the director of a psychiatric hospital in Berlin.
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Curriculum

*

*

*

*Subject to change

Image courtesy of CDC
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Faculty & Staff
MANFRED S. GREEN MBChB, MPH, PhD
Prof. Manfred Green is a physician epidemiologist and Professor of Public
Health at the University of Haifa. He has a BSc (Hons) degree in Mathematical
Statistics from the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa) and an MSc
degree in Operational Research from the University of Cape Town. He then
completed his studies in medicine at the University of Cape Town Medical
School. Subsequently he completed MPH and PhD degrees in the School of
Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Following
residency training, Prof. Green was board specialized in public health,
occupational medicine and medical administration. He was the founding
director of the Israel Center for Disease Control, and was a professor in the
Faculty of Medicine at the Tel Aviv University where he held the Diana and
Stanley endowed chair in Cancer Prevention and Control. In 2008, he took up
the position as head of the School of Public Health at the University of Haifa. In
2015, at the end of his tenure as head of the school, he was appointed
director of the International MPH program in Health Systems Administration
and Global Health Leadership.
Research: Epidemiologic methods, health disparities, compliance with
vaccination and the immune response to vaccines, and the prevention and
management of potential pandemics and bioterrorism incidents. He heads the
Israeli National Verification Committees on the eradication of polio, measles
and rubella, and is a member of national advisory councils on cancer,
cardiovascular disease, infectious diseases and immunization. He is chairman
of the scientific committee of the Research and Development Center in Kfar
Kara, Israel. E-mail: manfred.s.green@gmail.com

RICHARD SCHUSTER, MD, MMM, FACP, FRCP (EDIN)
Richard Schuster, MD, MMM, FACP, FRCP (Edin) is the Co-Director of the Health
Systems Administration and Global Health Leadership MPH program. He is a
Professor of Public Health at the University of Haifa. He is currently the
President of COSEHC, the Consortium of Southeast Hypertension Control, an
international organization dedicated to reducing cardiovascular morbidity and
mortality by reducing disparities in populations and improving the
management of cardio metabolic risk factors. He is a former Professor and
Director of the Center for Global Health at the University of Georgia in the US.
Prior to the University of Georgia, he held the first endowed chair, the Oscar
Boonshoft Chair of Health Systems Management, at Wright State University
Boonshoft School of Medicine in the United States. He was also director of the
Center for Global Health Systems, Management and Policy, and MPH program
director at the Boonshoft School of Medicine. He received his BA from the
University of Pennsylvania, his MD from the University of Rochester, and a
Master of Medical Management (MMM) from the Tulane University School of
Public Health. He completed a residency and served as Chief Medical Resident
in Internal Medicine at the University of Rochester in the US. He is board
certified in internal medicine and is a Fellow of the American College of
Physicians in the US and the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. He is
married to Barbara Schuster, MD, has one son, and three grandchildren.
Research: Global health systems, implementation of practice guidelines,
cardiovascular risk factor reduction, health care disparities, physician office
microsystems, leadership development.
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The program consists of seminars and courses taught by leading
academics in their field of specialty. I-MPH students also have
the opportunity to network and to work with other faculty and
leading reserachers at the university.
YONAH (ERIC) AMSTER, MD, MPH
Yonah Amster is a specialist in occupational and environmental medicine and an
epidemiology researcher. He studied biology and medicine at the University of
California Berkeley and Davis, and holds a graduate degree in public health from
the Harvard School Public Health. Dr. Amster completed his clinical training in
occupational and environmental medicine at Harvard University where he was
also a post-doctoral research fellow and visiting scientist in the Department of
Environmental Health focusing on health effects of heavy metal exposure. Dr.
Amster came to Israel on a two year Fulbright Scholar grant from the U.S.
Department of State. Since coming to Israel he has been an instructor at the
Hebrew University and Technion Faculties of Medicine and is currently head of
the Department of Environmental and Occupational Health at the University of
Haifa, School of Public Health.
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Research: His research focuses on exposure assessment and health effects from
exposure to industrial pollutants and energy production. He is also interested in
worksite health promotion including research on the built environment and
indoor air quality.

LISA RUBIN, MD, MPH
Lisa Rubin is a Pediatrician and Public Health Physician who has served as the
Director of Maternal and Child Health for the State of Israel for the years 20072019. She teaches Maternal and Child Health at the School of Public Health in the
University of Haifa where she holds an appointment as Senior Lecturer. She has
been influential in implementing and monitoring public health policy for infants
and children in Israel, particularly regarding preventive care, growth monitoring,
breastfeeding support and universal vision and hearing screening. She initiated
universal neonatal hearing screening in Israel and vision screening for amblyopia
in nurseries and researches the impact of these programs. She is active in
promoting interorganizational cooperation to promote child health and is a
member of the new Early Years National Council. She has lectured locally and
internationally on these topics.

ZVI WINER, PhD
Zvi Winer is a lecturer at the School of Management in the Western Galilee College,
and the head of the board of staff. He holds a PhD in Economics and his
specialization spreads across several areas: Industrial Organization, Organizational
Structure, Game Theory, Macroeconomics and Finance. He has numerous
publications on Macroeconomics, Consumer behavior, The Survival of
Organizationsand The Evolution of Analysts' Recommendations in the State of
Israel.In 2019 he received grant from the National Insurance Institute (with Dr.
Osnat Akirav from the Western galilee college and Dr. Tchai Tavor from Yezreel
Valley College).
Research: His current research splits into four main themes: Flattening organizati
ons, Efficient portfolio frontier, Integrating the intellectually disabled population
into the communityand An applicaation of the Theory of Social Situations, in game
theory, to models of dynamic pricing
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SHAY TZAFRIR, PhD, LLB
Shay S. Tzafrir is an Associate Professor and the head of the School
Business Administration, University of Haifa. He received his Ph.D. and
M.Sc. in behavioral science from the Technion – Israel institute of
Technology. He also earned a B.A and M.A. in political science, as well as
LLB, all from University of Haifa. He serves as an Associate Editor of
the Journal of Trust Research and part of the Editorial Review Board
in Human Resource Management. His articles have been published in
journals such as Industrial Relations, Human Resource
Management, Journal of Organizational and Occupational
Psychology, Organizational Studies, International journal of Human
Resource Management, Human Resource Management Review, and others.
Research: The role that trust plays in various organizational factors such
as, strategic human resource management, organizational performance,
and service quality.
DR. MAYA PELED RAZ, LLB, MPH, PhD
Dr. Maya Peled Raz is a senior lecturer of law and ethics and head of the
Department of Community Health at the University of Haifa, School of Public
Health. She is the Chair of the Research Ethics Review Board (ERB) of the Faculty of
Social Welfare and Health Sciences at the University of Haifa, a member of the
Association of University Heads (VERA) working group on "Research Ethics Review
Boards (ERB's) in the Israeli academia" and a Board Member for the International
Center for Health, Law and Ethics, at the University Of Haifa.Dr. Peled Raz also
serves as a clinical ethicist and the chair of the Ethics Committees at Bnei Zion
Medical Center in Haifa and as the head of the ethics committee at the Galilee
Medical Center in Naharia.
Research: Her Central areas of research and teaching include: Public health law and
ethics; Research law and ethics; Medical law; Human rights in patient care; Children
rights and best interests in health care settings; Immunization regulation; Ethics
committees and clinical ethics consultation; Intersex rights; Informed consent,
assisted decision making and Proxy consent.

SHARON R. SZNITMAN, PHD
Dr. Sharon Sznitman is originally from Norway. Dr. Sznitman received her
B.A. in sociology from the University of Manchester and her M.A. and Ph.D. in
sociology from Stockholm University. She then completed a Postdoctoral
Research Fellowship at Annenberg Public Policy Centre at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 2010 Dr. Sznitman joined the School of Public Health at the
University of Haifa where she is a senior lecturer. She is currently doing a
sabbatical at the Psychology Department at the University of Amsterdam.
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Research: Dr. Sznitman’s most recent research mainly focuses on medical
cannabis use and policies in Israel and in cross-national contexts. Her
research focuses on how both medical and recreational users use cannabis
to ease mental and physical pain. Her research also focuses on reaching a
better understanding for how public attitudes influence medical cannabis
policy development and implementation in Israel and abroad, and in turn
how medical cannabis policies (mainly through the media) influences the
general population and its attitudes not only to medical cannabis but also
recreational cannabis use. Medical cannabis policies are developing rapidly
in many jurisdictions across the world, with implications for public health,
business and policy. Dr. Sznitman’s research provides an important platform
from which these expected effects can be determined and how societies
may best respond.
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BOAZ HOVAV, MD, MBA
Dr. Hovav holds an MD from the Sackler School of Medicine in Tel Aviv
University, an MBA from the Olin School of Business at Babson College in
Wellesley MA and is a PhD Student at the School of Public Health at the
University of Haifa. Apart from teaching decision making classes at the I-MPH
program at the University of Haifa, Dr. Hovav teaches Introduction to Medicine,
Health Economics, Hospital Management, Decision Making and Medical
Technologies at the Max Stern Yezreel Valley college and Health Economics and
Hospital Management at The Academic Center for Law and Science.

Curriculum

Research: Dr. Hovav studies the factors and perceptions influencing the
decision making of Israeli cancer patients. Focusing on rational and behavioral
decision making in the Israeli health system.

DAPHNA RAZ, MPH
Daphna Raz is the Program Coordinator of the International MPH program.
She herself is a graduate of the program. Daphna is originally from the United
States, and also holds a Bachelors of Science in Public Health Sciences from
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Photo taken by Becca Goldman ('19) who
is currently working for Peace Corps in
Zambia. This was from a site-visit of a
National Measles Campaign in action.
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A truly global program
Student Origins
The program is truly global. Every year the I-MPH program attracts students from all over
the world. To this date, the alumni network spans 25+ countries of origin including:
India, Colombia, Canada, Argentina, the U.S., Cameroon, Poland, Israel, South Africa,
Taiwan, Jordan, and many others.

The I-MPH also has global
partnerships, allowing
students to complete their
practicum work abroad.
For example, in the fall of
2019, the I-MPH program
established a relationship
with the medical school at
the University of Banja
Lukain in Bosnia &
Herzegovina.

Haifa
As a culturally diverse society, Israel, and specifically the city of Haifa, is a unique
environment for a program whose goal is to enable students to understand how
disparities in health care status and health care delivery unfold. Recognizing Israel’s
successful modern health care system, the health of its population, its focus on high
technology, its globalization and location between East and West, Haifa is an exciting
and unique place to pursue a master’s degree in public health. Israel provides excellent
field study opportunities that allow students from all over the world to see how diverse
methods and strategies to manage public health issues related to multiculturalism
actually develop and take root. It is a real- time, hands-on working laboratory for
students, offering encounters with ongoing public health initiatives.

7Bahai Gardens and port of Haifa
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Life after the I-MPH
Global public health is a multidisciplinary specialty, leaving graduates of the
program with a broad range of career options. Graduates go on to exciting
careers in ministries of health, non-governmental organizations, multi-lateral
agencies (ex. WHO), governmental agencies (ex. USAID, in-country ministry of
health), advocacy groups, disaster relief organizations, hospitals, clinics, health
care businesses, health tech companies, or research and academic institutions.

Sadie Puddister ('19)
shaking hands with WHO
president, Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
during her post-graduate
internship in Serbia. Sadie
is the 3rd I-MPH alumna to
go on to a World
Health Organization
position post-graduation.
Sadie is now the manager
of Health and Social
Services at Michipicoten
First Nation in Canada,
overseeing the response to
COVID-19, and beyond.

Michael Cygler ('18) works
with the Palm Beach County
Action Alliance for Mental
Health, Florida USA.

Juliane Esselbrugge ('17),
works in Basra, Iraq as the
First Head of Mission for
Mercy Hands
(Humanitarian NGO).

Emma Zoghlin ('18)
works at DarioHealth,
a health tech company
in Israel.
*Subject to change

13

University of Haifa library

Internationally Accredited

The I-MPH program is accredited in Europe, Israel,
and the United States.

Note on the U.S Accreditation: The I-MPH is accredited in the United
States by the official public health education accrediting organization,
the Council on Education for Public Health, CEPH.The University of
Haifa in Israel, founded in 1962, is a public university with
approximately 18,000 students. The I-MPH becomes only the 3rd
accredited program or school outside of North America. The
accreditation identifies the program as having met the rigorous
standards of education established for US graduate programs in
public health. Additionally, the accreditation status allows students to
receive recognition for their education in certain US government jobs.
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
Candidates must have completed
an undergraduate degree, with a
minimum GPA of 3.0, 80%, or the
equivalent from an accredited
university. Candidates who have
not graduated from an academic
institution where the language of
instruction is English, or who are
not native English speakers, must
submit official TOEFL scores of at
least 570 (in a written test), 230
(in a computerized test), or 89 (in
an internet test) to be considered
for admission. For detailed
information about all admission
requirements and to apply,
please visit the International
School website
at www.uhaifa.org or contact the
Admissions Office
at infograd@univ.haifa.ac.il

Your next career jump is waiting for you in Haifa.
Apply today.
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Nurturing the next generation of global
public health leaders. Join Us.

Website: http://globalhealthleadership.haifa.ac.il
Admissions Office email: infograd@univ.haifa.ac.i
International School website: https://uhaifa.org
@uhaifaglobalmph

University of Haifa
International School
Abba Khoushy Ave 199
Haifa, 3498838, Israel

